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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to application filed 04/05/2001 . 

2. Claims 1-30 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1, 9, 13, 14, 15, 
and 23 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. Ittf^s being unpatentable by 
Olschafskie et al. US Patent No. 6,616,038 B1 issued 09/09/2003 filed 05/05/2000 
(hereinafter '038), in view of Cantwell et al. US Pub No. 2001/0034738 A1 filed 
02/22/2001 (hereinafter 738). 

Claim 14 is representing of claim 13; 

In regard to independent claim 14, "printing an online document to generate an 
offline document; inscribing the offline document with one or more editing instructions 
selected from a predetermined set of editing symbols; scanning the inscribed offline 
document to create an online version of the inscribed offline document; identifying and 
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locating the one or more editing instructions in the online version of the inscribed offline 
document; executing the one or more editing instructions at the identified locations", as 
taught by '083 at col. 2, line 13 through col. 3, line 25 (i.e. ... the information is printed 
by a printer in communication with the processor... The document (e.g., a book, a 
webpage, a legal brief, etc) 12 contains a plurality of graphic symbols... For purposes of 
the present application, "spatial symbology" is defined as an arrangement of marks, 
symbols or images configured to express a data message detectable and interpretable 
by a scanning device and microprocessor, such as but not limited to a pattern of wide 
and narrow spaces, dots, lines, or any layout of shapes and spaces... conventional 
OCR techniques can be used to capture the graphic symbols while the spatial 
symbology retrieves supplementary information), also taught by '083 at col. 4, lines 60- 
65 (i.e. ... The methods and apparatuses of the present invention provide a fast, reliable 
way to store, record, and reproduce written text...); 

'083 does not explicitly teach, "to form a subsequent online document", 

however 738 taught at page 3, paragraph [0025] (i.e The hard-copy documents go 

through a serial referral and approval process that is manually or automatically tracked 
using the workflow software.... Board clerk system 20 updates or more fields in 
electronic submittal form 102 to contain hyperlinks or URLs pointing to each of the 
agenda item documents associated with agenda item package... hyperlinks or URLs 
may be displayed on a Web page produced by board clerk 20 and accessible by the 
agenda participants. The associated agenda item documents are then indexed and 
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stored in clerk's repository 90 to facilitate subsequent electronic searching and 
retrieval). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teaching of '038 that related to the method of managing an 
electronic document in an agenda process to form a subsequent online document. One 
of ordinary skill would be motivated to perform such a modification to rapidly and 
automatically modify large number of offline documents and reducing labor intensive of 
representing the subsequent online documents, as taught by 738 at page 1, paragraph 
[004] (i.e.. ..overwhelming number of hard copy documents...). 

In regard to independent claim 13, incorporate substantially similar subject 

matter as cited in claim 14 above, and in further view of the following, and is similarly 

rejected along the same rationale; 

"Wherein the inscribed images include a combination of one or more text 
segments and one or more editing instructions", as taught by '038 at col. 2, line 40 
through col. 3, line 65 (i.e. ... the information is printed by a printer in communication 
with the processor... The document (e.g., a book, a webpage, a legal brief, etc) ... It 
should be noted that the spatial symbology may be located anywhere in the multiple 
page text, such as in a footnote or endnote. ... the spatial symbology 21 is of abstract 
design. In FIG. 3(b) the spatial symbology is configured similar to morse code, and in 
FIG. 3(c) the spatial symbology is similar to bar code. As in previous embodiments, the 
spatial symbology may be used to identify a variety of information...); 
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'038 does not explicitly teach, 11 identifying inscribed images in an online version of 
an offline document that are not in an online document that was used to produce the 
offline document", however 738 taught at page 3, paragraph [0022] (i.e. Additionally, 
the agenda item documents comprise a variety of papers, including contracts, studies, 
reports, resolutions or proposed ordinance changes. If the documents are received in 
electronic format, such as via an attachment to an e-mail message, board clerk system 
20 receives the documents. If the documents are received in hard-copy format, they are 
converted into electronic format using scanner 30 and then transferred to the board 
clerk system ...). 

In regard to independent claim 9, incorporate substantially similar subject 
matter as cited in claims 13-14 above, and is similarly rejected along the same 
rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 10, "creating the first text image by scanning an 
offline document that has been marked with the one or more editing instructions", as 
taught by '038 at col. 3, line 13 through col. 3, lines 25-30 (i.e. ... conventional OCR 
techniques can be used to capture the graphic symbols while the spatial symbology 
retrieves supplementary information...). 

In regard to dependent claim 11, "preparing an online document incorporating 
the one or more text segments as modified by the one or more instructions", as taught 
by '038 at col. 3, lines 20-35 (i.e. ... one set of spatial symbology can be used in 
accordance with the embodiments of the present invention, while another set of spatial 
symbology identifies the graphic symbols scanned... This embodiment of the invention 
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exploits the practice of publishing a given document in both paper and electronic 
form...)- 

In regard to dependent claim 12, "generating the offline document by printing 
an online document", as taught by '038 at col. 2, lines 40-45 (i.e. ... printed document 
12. The document (e.g., a book, a webpage, a legal brief, etc) ...). 

In regard to independent claim 1, incorporate substantially similar subject 
matter as cited in claim 13 above, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to claims 2, and 8, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claim 1 1 above, and are similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to claims 3, and 4, incorporate substantially similar subject matter as 
cited in claim 9 above, and are similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 5, incorporate substantially similar subject matter 
as cited in claim 14 above, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 6, "The method of claim 5, further comprising 
associating the images with the respective anchor points", as taught by '038 at col. 3, 
line 13 through col. 3, lines 40-45 (i.e. ... The data source 20 may include a digital 
version of the scanned text. The symbology may reference a portion of the text which 
can then be accurately saved. Alternatively, the data source 20 may contain 
information relevant to the subject matter of the scanned text. The spatial symbology 
may act as a link to information on the network and may provide the microprocessor 
with a network address or website where information related to the selected text may 
be found...). 
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In regard to dependent claim 7, "The method of claim 6, further comprising 
storing the subsequent version of the online document in a redline format", as taught 
by '038 at col. 4, lines 5-18 13 (i.e. ... the spatial symbology overlay would eliminate 
pixels of the underlying graphic symbol and substitute the corresponding spatial 
symbology....). 

In regard to independent claim 15, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 1 , and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 16, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 2, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 17, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 3, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 18, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 4, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 19, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 5, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 20, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 6, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 21, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 7, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 22, is directed to a system for performing the 
method of claim 8, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 
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In regard to independent claim 23, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 1 , and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 24, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 2, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 25, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 3, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 26, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 4, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 27, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 5, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 28, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 6, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 29, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 7, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 30, is directed to a computer readable medium 
for performing the method of claim 8, and is similarly rejected along the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Green et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,602,936 issued 02/1 1/1997 filed 02/27/1995 
Schwartz U.S. Patent No. 6,214,901 B1 issued 04/10/2001 filed 03/07/1997 
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Thompson et al. U.S. Pub No. 2002/0103834 A1 issued 08/01/2002 filed 06/27/2001 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8781 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30AM 
to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Quoc A Tran 



Patent Examiner 



Technology Center 2176 
July 1, 2004 



